AMERICAN CANAL SKILL

appalling loss of life, so that it is said, of course
with exaggeration, that every sleeper laid rep-
resented the death of a man. Then the French
canal company started work, and for two or three
years did a good deal, until it became evident
that the task far exceeded its powers; and then
to miscalculation and inefficiency was added the
hideous greed of adventurers, trying each to save
something from the general wreck, and the com-
pany closed with infamy and scandal.

Now we have taken hold of the job. We have
difficulties with our own people, of course. I
haven't a doubt that it will take a little longer
and cost a little more than men now appreciate,
but I believe that the work is being done with
a very high degree both of efficiency and honesty;
and I am immensely struck by the character of
American employees who are engaged, not merely
in superintending the work, but in doing all the
jobs that need skill and intelligence. The steam
shovels, the dirt trains, the machine shops, and
the like, are all filled with American engineers,
conductors, machinists, boiler-makers, carpenters.
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